The Two Sudans : Some Aspects of the South
workings of that world. If, for instance, a young man
dies suddenly in his prime, it is certainly magic and
probably murder and it is his duty to seek out the slayer.
Equally difficult of comprehension are his social and
political ideas. Even for people with an intimate know-
ledge of his language it is often difficult to discover how
to say " What is his tribe ? " He recognises other tribes
as different, intermarries with some, raids others, but so
he does with other sections of his own tribe. He seems
to have no idea of the tribe-as-a-whole, of tribal loyalty.
As a result the idea of a paramount chief is foreign to
him ; even the conception of a sectional chief is vague
and his functions are often rainmaking rather than ad-
ministrative. This lack of political cohesion seems to be
general throughout Africa and the exceptions, the Shilluk,
Zande, Zulu, have generally, as a result become conquering
races. It is extraordinarily baffling to us. We instinc-
tively expect to find some recognisable scheme of tribal
organisation and are puzzled by its absence. The Greeks
organised themselves in tiny states and their lack of racial
cohesion destroyed Greece ; but they had intense loyalty
to their City. The African seems to have little political
loyalty to anything.
TTia social system contains divisions unknown to the
north. First of all he will be a member of his clan. What-
ever the origin of these—they may once have been compact
corporate sub-divisions of the tribe—they have now
become diffused, have lost territorial significance and,
though there may still exist obligations of hospitality
between fellow clansmen, the idea of the corporate entity
of the clan has disappeared and it mainly serves the
function of a most complicated table of affinity. Not
only can no man marry a girl of his own clan but he cannot
generally marry into that of his mother and in many cases
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